O*' >•« KM- 
««• •**! J*'< 
6U *’•- MO 






lt> 



ROM 



,' M I FJ) STATES «v 

Memorandum 

Mr. DcLoaclj^f / 

/ y' 



NMENT 



c 



I)AIL 11-19-65 



y ^ lolim — 

W: 



M 






y 




i Bju i CONGRESSMAN GERALD R. FORD; 

INQUIRY CONCERNING RESTIUCTIONS 
ON FDI DOCUMENTS FURNISHED THE 
3 '~ WARREN COMMISSION 

Per your instructions, SA David W. Bowers, on 11-19-65, 
contacted Miss Mildred Leonard, Executive Secretary to Congressman Ford, 
who had tolephonically contacted your office requesting an FBI representative 
stop by to see her. 

_ . .« \ ! 

V Miss Leonard stated former Congressman John H/Hay, of 
New York, has conducted research concerning the -warren L.Cqminission 
investigation for Congressman Ford in the past and currently is reviewing 
the various documents which comprise the Commission files. He has 
determined a number of documents are "restricted" and not available for 
inspection. He requested Congressman Ford determine if the FBI might 
lift its restrictions on the documents for his review. He stated "any items 
I find of interest wiU be reported only to you" (Congressman Ford). A copy 
of Mr. Ray's statement regarding this matter is 'enclosed; the original and 
his notes concerning the documents he has been unable to review being 
returned to Miss Leonard. 

The Domestic Intelligence Division has advised it has conducted 
a review of all FBI documents in the main Warren Commission file and by letters 
dated 8-10, 25-65, advised the Attorney General as to which documents and/or 
pages of documents should be restricted. Guidelines for the restrictions were 
established by the Attorney General and approved by the Wnite House; hence, 
any exceptions would have to be approved by the Attorney General and the. 

White House. ^ / 

^c ommendat.on: Hl0 

That someone from your office advise NTTbsTLeunard YITat no 
exceptions can be made to the restrictions imposed on the dncui^qrtj^ since _0 
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these were made in accordance with guidelines approved by tne White House yJ* 
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Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Tolson 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
il'**Mr. De Loach I 

1 - Mr. Sullivan Jf DWi^loK/naJ J 
U ( 8 ) ^ 
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Through «« courtesy of Dr. Rhodes and his assistant, ‘Priori 
Johnson as arranged by Frank Meyer, I have had opportunity to cxar.lne 
the list of docurients sent to the Fell of records by the Warren Cnn- 
r.isslon. Most of the docur.cnts cane originally fron the F.B.I., the 
Secret Service, and the C.I.A. 



There are annroxir.atelv 2500 listed docur.ents. A few of then ^ 
o-e narked "nissinr.," nnd about 25? of the 2500 are r.erked restricted, 

- that is. not available for inspection by ne or any other researener. 

Hr. Rhodes told re that those restrictions were imnosed by the various 
agencies froa which the documents had been received. 

A substantial number of the restricted documents relate to Puby. 
liis case is still before the courts and I can' understand the restrictions 
as to those docunenta. 

I send you herewith the notes I made of nissinr, or restricted 
documents • 

Since most of the restricted documents originated in F.E.I., I 
surest you talk with fx. De Loach of that orf.enization. It ray be that 
F.3.I. will lift its restrictions at your instance. You can f.ive assurance 
that any iter.s I find of interest will be reported only to you. 

I sur.rest that no Inquiry be addressed to other denartnents until 
ve have the P.9.1, answers. 
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